
we can do so little.
Alone

Together

so much.we can do



Protection
A team of lawyers on your 
side, 24 hours of a day.

Support
Communities to help you 
form real connections.

Advocacy
The strongest voice for 

education at the Capitol.

Action
Making things better at 
school and statewide.

Democracy
Member leadership, from 

your school on up. 

Partnerships
An organization respected 

and trusted by others. 

Resources
News, information, and 

tools just for you.

History
Leading the way in 

Oklahoma for 130 years.

Professionalism
Training to help you grow, 

regardless of job title.

What the Oklahoma Education 
Association Gives You:

The Power of Together.







The OEA Vision

A great public school 
for every student.

Equal 
Opportunity
We believe public 

education is the gateway 
to opportunity. All 

students have the human 
and civil right to a quality 

public education that 
develops their potential, 

independence, and 
character.

A Just Society
We believe public 

education is vital to 
building respect for 

the worth, dignity, and 
equality of every individual 

in our diverse society.

Democracy
We believe public 
education is the 

cornerstone of our 
republic. Public education 
provides individuals with 
the skills to be involved, 
informed, and engaged 

in our representative 
democracy.

Professionalism
We believe that the 

expertise and judgment of 
education professionals 

are critical to student 
success. We maintain 

the highest professional 
standards, and we expect 
the status, compensation, 

and respect due all 
professionals.

Partnership
We believe partnerships 
with parents, families, 

communities, and other 
stakeholders are essential 
to quality public education 

and student success.

Collective 
Action

We believe individuals 
are strengthened when 
they work together for 
the common good. As 

education professionals, 
we improve both our 

professional status and 
the quality of public 

education when we unite 
and advocate collectively.

What  OEA 
Values



Unparalleled Legal Services,

No costs.

No passes.

No limits.

OEA members receive free legal advice and defense 
when facing disciplinary action and employment-related 
contractual disputes. No cost to members. No deductible 
— ever.

We don’t refer cases to inexperienced counsel or attorneys 
without experience in education law. OEA employs attorneys 
who have decades of experience successfully representing 
education employees and dealing with education issues. 

Unlike the benefits provided by other organizations, 
disciplinary defense doesn’t have a dollar limit. We have 
expended hundreds of thousands of dollars in defense costs 
on numerous individual cases — with the member paying 
only their annual dues and nothing more. 

We also litigate issues that have statewide impact for all 
education professionals, from protecting the due process 
rights of all education employees to ensuring that your rights 
are protected in the event of a reduction in force. We have 
taken cases to the Oklahoma State Supreme Court and won. 

OEA attorneys are more than just education lawyers. They 
are the legal experts on education employee rights in the 
state of Oklahoma.

No quitting.

No doubt.

okea.org/legal



“I’ve personally witnessed that the 
OEA will show up in a difficult 
situation and help solve problems. It 
just means a lot to me to know that 
they’ll be there when I need them, if 
I need them.” — Amy Meese, middle 
school computer teacher

Free Personal Legal Services
In addition to professional protection, OEA members have access to a wide range of 
free legal services, such as:

In addition to free services, OEA members also have access to reduced-fee legal 
services for a host of other issues, including identity theft, victim protection orders, 
defamation, felonies, and other legal issues. These services also extend to OEA 
members’ spouses and children. Conditions apply. Call 405.523.4340.

Uncontested 
divorces

Creditor 
disputes

Wills Stepchild 
adoption

Misdemeanors

Uncompromising Protection

okea.org/plsp



Professional Development 
for Education Professionals

OEA provides free professional development for members and school districts 
across the state. We believe teachers are professionals who should be trusted 

and respected, and the expertise of our educators is critical to student success. 

Student 
Behavior

Bullying 
Prevention

Building 
Community

Brain 
Development

Trauma Leadership Collaboration Curriculum

okea.org/pd

“It started off with 
just representation, in 
case something ever 
happened, but it ended 
up being a support 
system, people I can 
talk to, and, in all 
honesty, friends now.” 
— Josh Frazier, second 
grade teacher



A group just for new educators:

Relationships
Encouragement, support, 

fellowship, connection.

Belonging
Inclusion and acceptance 
from professional peers

Service
Giving back to our 

community together.

Activism
Creating a seat at the table 

for new teachers.

Professionalism 
Learning specifically for 
early career educators.

okea.org/neon



OEA: The Professional 
Association in Oklahoma

If another organization advertises itself as cheaper, ask yourself: What services am I not 
getting? What am I willing to sacrifice when it comes to my profession and my livelihood? 

If something sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

Other 
Organizations

Negotiates local contracts at hundreds of school 
districts statewide and advocates for collective 
bargaining everywhere in Oklahoma.
Employs an unparalleled legal team. We don’t 
outsource work to cut-rate law firms that help you 
when it’s convenient for them. 
Supported and helped lead the Teacher Walkout of 
2018, including negotiating funding and pay raises. 
The fight continues today.

The largest professional association for 
educators and support professionals in Oklahoma.

Leadership elected by association members at 
the local, state, and national levels. 

Effectively advocates for education employee 
rights at the Capitol, including collective bargaining 
and worker rights.

Provides personal liability insurance. 

Together we are         .
Together we are stronger.





Democracy in Action

The OEA is a democratic organization, which means members decide how their 
organization runs at the local, state, and national levels. Members dictate the 

budget, legislative goals, and other business. There is no rich benefactor profiting 
at the end of the line. The OEA is of educators, by educators, and for education.

Members

Delegate 
Assembly 

Annual Business 
Meeting

(elected by all
members)

President, 
Vice President, 

and Board 
(elected by all 

members)

Executive 
Director

(employed by 
the board)

OEA Staff 
Members

Local Leaders
(elected by members

 at the local level)

Communication 
with members 

in person and via 
email, texts, social 

media, website, and 
publications

OEA members 
drive the work 

of OEA staff. This 
association belongs 

to the members.

Training and 
Conferences
open to members 
across the state



Amber Ball 
Putnam City 
Association 
of Classroom 
Teachers

Heather Boyle 
Bartlesville 
Education 
Association

Blane Burge 
Muskogee 
Education 
Association 

Sherri 
Callahan
Vinita 
Classroom 
Teachers 
Association

Polly Christian 
Retired 
Director 
At-Large
(Norman)

Kelly Craig 
Mid-Del 
Association 
of Classroom 
Teachers

Dustin Devore
Owasso 
Education 
Association

Wilma Dudley 
Chickasha 
Association 
of Support 
Employees

Chelsea Foo 
Edmond 
Association 
of Classroom 
Teachers

Joan 
Gabelmann 
Administrator 
Director 
At-Large 
(Lawton)

Zach Grimm 
The 
Education 
Association 
of Moore

Sharon 
Hill-Wooten
Idabel City 
Education 
Association

Michael Horn
Jenks 
Classroom 
Teachers 
Association

Brendan Jarvis
Union 
Classroom 
Teachers 
Association

LeeAnne 
Jimenez
Tulsa 
Classroom 
Teachers 
Association

Lawrence Lane 
Checotah 
Classroom 
Teachers 
Association

Elizabeth 
Conner
Oklahoma 
Aspiring 
Educator 
At-Large

Zach Murray 
Ponca City 
Association 
of Classroom 
Teachers

Laura Nicholas 
Professional 
Educators’ 
Association 
of Lawton

Sharon Reese 
Shawnee 
Association 
of Classroom 
Teachers

Kelli Roberts
Tulsa 
Classroom 
Teachers 
Association

Jennie Scott 
Enid 
Education 
Association

Mattie 
Smith-Broom
Education 
Support 
Professional 
At-Large 
(Sapulpa)

Alicia Priest
President
(Yukon)

Katherine 
Bishop
Vice 
President 
(Putnam City)

Shawna 
Mott-Wright
NEA Director 
(Tulsa)

Board of Directors
Brittany Arnold 
Professional 
Educators of 
Norman

Mark Webb
Mustang 
Education 
Association



“I wanted to be able to 
be part of the change 

that was happening. It 
was just something after 
going to the Capitol and 

seeing all the excitement, 
it was just contagious, so 
I wanted to bring it back 

to our local and start 
changes here that would 

help our kids.” — Becky 
London, first grade teacher

Advocacy Actionand



          Members Fight for Schools 
at Home and at the Capitol

OEA members across the state join forces to advocate for 
public education: more resources for our students, better 
working conditions, and policy that strengthens our schools. 

We are the experts at what happens inside our 
schools.

Teachers and support professionals know the needs of a 
classroom and how to help children thrive.

As the experts in education, we are all responsible for using 
our voices at the local, state, and national levels.

Educators are some of the most respected members in a 
community and a powerful influence upon elected officials. 
OEA members have fought for and won bargaining rights in 
hundreds of districts across the state. Bargaining has been 
proven to boost salaries, but OEA members fight for more 
than that. Leaders and members work together to improve 
working conditions, student supports, and public policy. 
OEA members are also active in local campaigns, working 
to elect pro-public education candidates at every level of 
government. 

If we don’t advocate for our students and our 
classrooms, who will?



Who decides ... School School 
BoardBoard

Oklahoma Oklahoma 
LegislatureLegislature

State State 
AgenciesAgencies

Federal Federal 
GovernmentGovernment

Your salary

School budget

Class sizes

Length of the school year

Health benefits

Due process

Retirement benefits

Testing

Hiring practices

Teaching credentials

Academic standards

Textbooks

Campus repairs and upgrades

Employee rights

What does politics have 
to do with my classroom? 

Politics is already in your classroom. 



A Lifetime of Connection:
Before, During, and After Your Career

The Oklahoma Aspiring Educators Association is a pre-
professional organization of undergraduate and graduate 
students preparing for careers in education. OAEA is one of the 
largest student organizations in Oklahoma with local programs at 
over 25 university and college campuses. okea.org/oaea

The Oklahoma Education Association is the largest education 
organization in the state, representing educators, administrators, 
and support professionals in nearly every district. OEA has been 
the force for positive change in public education for 130 years, 
and its members carry on that movement today. okea.org

The Oklahoma Retired Educators Association serves the 
retirees who dedicated their careers to public education. OREA 
provides a voice for retired education employees, secures and 
protects benefits, and enhances the quality of life for members 
throughout the state. orea.org

“As an aspiring educator, I had the 
opportunity to be deeply involved 
in OAEA. Now, as an early career 
educator, I am a proud OEA member 
because there is no organization 
that better represents educational 
leadership in Oklahoma.” 
— Taylor Johnson, middle 
school social studies teacher





“The reason I joined OEA is the same reason I 
joined the coaches association and the football 
coaches association. I am a professional, 
and as such, I should be a member of my 
professional organizations. My membership 
makes my professional organization stronger, 
and if it is stronger, I am stronger, because 
collectively our voices are louder than 
one person standing alone.” — Frank Blair, 
eighth grade outdoor education teacher and 
coach

Oklahoma 
Education 

Association

Cooperative Council 
of Oklahoma School 

Administration

Oklahoma State 
School Boards 

Association

Organization of 
Rural Oklahoma 

Schools

United Suburban 
Schools 

Association

Oklahoma 
City Public 

Schools

Tulsa 
Public 

Schools

Tulsa Classroom 
Teachers 

Association

Oklahoma Association 
of Career and 

Technology Education

Oklahoma Parents 
and Teachers 
Association

A Seat at the Table
OEA is a founding member of the Oklahoma Education Coalition, which is dedicated to leading the 
effort to create, improve and support quality public education for all students, teachers and staff. 
OEA and its largest affiliate, the Tulsa Classroom Teachers Association, are the teacher voice at the 
table of the most comprehensive force for public education in Oklahoma. okedcoalition.org



Here for you — anywhere
The OEA is divided into six geographical regions with staff members 

across the state to serve you where you live and work. 

Northwest
405.523.4358

Team Assistant: Mary Robison
Advocacy: Rhonda Harlow

Legislative: Ellen Pogemiller
Organizing: Patti Serio

Teaching & Learning: Laura Miller
Communications: Joe DuVall

Oklahoma City Metro 
405.523.4341

Team Assistant: Kim Holley
Advocacy: Carnie Cullen
Advocacy: Annetta Hein

Legislative: Ellen Pogemiller
Organizing: Vacant

Teaching & Learning: Laura Miller
Communications: Carrie Jacobs

Northeast
918.665.2282

Team Assistant: Tina Townsend
Advocacy: Melissa Kaltenbaugh

Legislative: Ivy Riggs
Organizing: Jeff Savage

Teaching & Learning: Heather Cody
Communications: Doug Folks

Southwest
405.523.4358

Team Assistant: Mary Robison
Advocacy: Sheri Childress

Legislative: Ellen Pogemiller
Organizing: Bruce Treadaway

Teaching & Learning: Laura Miller
Communications: Joe DuVall

Southeast
405.523.4341

Team Assistant: Kim Holley
Advocacy: Cal Ware
Legislative: Ivy Riggs

Organizing: Brian Johnson 
Teaching & Learning: Heather Cody
Communications: Carrie Jacobs

Tulsa Metro
918.665.2282

Team Assistant: Tina Townsend
Advocacy: Jon Marie Wilson

Advocacy: Kate Baker
Legislative: Ivy Riggs

Organizing: Marty Bull
Teaching & Learning: Heather Cody

Communications: Doug Folks





1919: OEA members successfully 
lobby for the first state aid bill for 
schools.

1942: OEA members help gather 
enough signatures to put the issue 
of state teacher retirement 
benefits on the ballot. Oklahoma 
voters approve the constitutional 
measure.

1987: OEA secures due process 
for education support 
professionals after fighting a court 
battle that lead all the way to the 
Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

1990: OEA members stage a four-
day statewide walkout that ended 
with the emergency enactment 
of House Bill 1017. More than 
20,000 attend. The education 
reform bill raised teacher pay, cut 
class sizes, funded professional 
development, and injected 
hundreds of millions into public 
education funding.

Making Waves Since 1889
What started as 11 teachers meeting in Guthrie has turned into tens of thousands of 

public school advocates across Oklahoma. From state aid to retirement to salary to health 
insurance, OEA has led the way in public education for more than 130 years. 

1935: OEA members successfully 
lobby for the first state minimum 
salary schedule. 

1965: The Midwest City Classroom 
Teachers Association becomes the 
first bargaining local in the state. 
Five years later, the Oklahoma 
Legislature votes to allow teachers 
to bargain with local schools 
boards, after an intense campaign 
by OEA.

1988: OEA-backed legislation 
requires all schools to offer group 
health insurance to employees.

2018: After a year of grass-roots 
organizing, OEA members stage a 
nine-day statewide walkout that 
lead to tens of millions in additional 
classroom funding and pay raises 
for teachers and support. More 
than 50,000 attend on the largest 
day. It was the most successful 
walkout of the national #RedForEd 
movement.



Education Edge
A weekly email newsletter 

with resources, opportunities, 
and freebies.

Legislative 
Dashboards

An annual publication 
detailing lawmakers and 

their voting records on 
education.

Legislative Update
A weekly email with a recap 

of the latest in education and 
legislative news.

Election Guide
An even-year publication 

featuring candidate positions 
on education issues for every 

legislative race statewide. 

okea.org 
News, information, and 

special resources only for 
OEA members.

Keeping You Informed
The OEA has a team of communications professionals who work to keep you informed about 

the latest happening in you profession and at the capitol. Members enjoy free access. 

OEA Awards
Annual contests recognizing 

teachers, students, and 
advocates across Oklahoma.

Education Focus 
A printed magazine that 

provides an inside look at 
OEA news, members, and 

local affiliates. 

Fried Okra
A weekly podcast featuring 

guests from across the state, 
including OEA members, 

elected officials, and 
education experts. 









First-year teachers!
Did you know you’re eligible for a rebate in your first year as 
an OEA member? Get $30 back for every year you were a 
student member with OEA and NEA. Fill out the form online at 
okea.org/studentrebate or call 405.528.7785. 

OEA Leadership

Katherine Bishop
Vice President

Jim Keith
Executive Director

Alicia Priest
President

OEA Headquarters
323 E. Madison Street

Oklahoma City, OK 73154
405.528.7785
800.522.8091

Tulsa Regional Office
10820 E. 45th Street, Suite 110

Tulsa, OK 74146
918.665.2282
800.331.5143

The Oklahoma Education Association



Together
stronger.we are


