
*Under certain conditions, failure of a measure will prohibit another bill having same effect and subject from being considered by the House 
during either session of the current Legislature.

**Final passage in the House normally requires 51 votes; 68 votes to adopt emergency clause. Vote requirement in the Senate is 25 votes; 33 
votes to adopt emergency clause.

***Except during the last five days of session, the Governor has five days to take action on a bill. If no action is taken, the bill becomes law on 
its effective date. 

****No bill may become law after the final adjournment of the Legislature, unless signed by the Governor within 15 days after adjournment.
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Vetoes bill

Line-item veto on appropriation
bills is possible

Pocket veto****

Legislature does not override veto.

Becomes law on date specified in bill

If no date is specified, and bill contains 
emergency clause, bill is effective

immediately upon Governor’s signature.

If no date is specified, and no emergency
clause, bill becomes law 90 days after

sine die adjournment.

Ideas from many sources:
 constituents, interest groups, 

government agencies, 
interim studies, businesses, 

the Governor.
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direct to calendar.

Committee
Consideration

Floor Consideration: Bill scheduled on Floor Agenda. 
Bill is explained, possibly amended, debated, and 
voted upon. Third Reading and final passage. **

Bill reported “do pass” or “do pass as amended.” 

Committee reports “do not pass” or does not
take action on the measure.* 
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